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To contract an edge e from a graph G, we delete it and identify
its ends.
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To contract an edge e from a graph G, we delete it and identify
its ends. This can be seen in the incidence matrix over GF(2). To
contract an element e from a GF(q)-representable matroid M:
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To contract an edge e from a graph G, we delete it and identify
its ends. This can be seen in the incidence matrix over GF(2). To
contract an element e from a GF(q)-representable matroid M:

fix a representation,

row-reduce to get a pivot in the column of e,
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To contract an edge e from a graph G, we delete it and identify
its ends. This can be seen in the incidence matrix over GF(2). To
contract an element e from a GF(q)-representable matroid M:

fix a representation,
row-reduce to get a pivot in the column of e,

and delete that row and column.



To contract an edge e from a graph G, we delete it and identify
its ends. This can be seen in the incidence matrix over GF(2). To
contract an element e from a GF(q)-representable matroid M:

fix a representation,
row-reduce to get a pivot in the column of e,

and delete that row and column.

A minor of M is any matroid that can be obtained from M by
deletion and contraction.






